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But House Speaker Wﬂham
J. Murphy saysthere’sa ...
good chance the’ House WIH--;: :
be back in sess1on before the
end of the year. :

BY KATHERINE GREGG
' and CYNTHIA NEEDHAM -
© JOURNAL STATE HOUSE BUREAU RS

The nation’s economic meltdown is.
wreaking havoc. w1th state budgets
across the map. =

At least 31 statesare facmg mldyear
shortfalls totaling. $24.3 biltion, and .
some are taking radlcal steps o

Utah'’s governor ordered a four-day
wotkweek for 17,000 state employees.
California 1aid - otf 10,000 -part-time .
and temporary state workers and how
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger wants |
the remaining, workers. fo take .one ..
day off each month without'pay: ‘Heis
also proposing to raise sales taxes on
everythmg from cars to Dﬂsneyland ;
txckets T

Massachusetts Governor Patrlck
ordered nearly $1 ‘billion in cuts fo
state agencnes that he was authonzed

| SEE nencm A0

news of this state’s $372-million cur-

rent-year deficit came to light earlier

“this week after months of sobering

;" The bleak news set the stage for
.another round of potentially painful
“budget cuts, just five months after

the governor and lawmalers adopt-

ed policies -that slashed the work . -
- foree and cut thousands of people
_ﬁomhealthmsm‘ancepmglanmfor .

" the poor, .

Governor Carcieri is in Flonda,

. attendmg_a Republican Governors.

Association conference, and law-
makers say they haven’t yet decided

Wheﬂzertoretumforaspemalieg;s-_
lative session, though House Speak--
er William J. Murphy, interviewed.. -
at his own fundraiser last night,

said: “There’s a.very good possibil-
itytheHousewﬂlbebackin session
before the start.of the new year.”

©"Of Carcieri’s absence from the'.

'?O\Cje | 0FZ2

fime, ‘spoleswoman
‘said “the . governor. ;

_'eorrnmtted 1o the’ conferenoe some -

time agoand felt it was unpoﬁant to.
meet with other govemom whose

‘states might be experiencing sumlar
budget problems; > :

- Kempe said the governor would |
rief legisiative leaders next week:

: on'what his administration advisers |

have been considering, The likely
topics she mentioned included: ev-

“ery one in the annual budget de- -

bate: “local aid, a review of state:

: contacts and state assets, pensions,

revenue policies .. program reduc-'
tions.”
“The governor’s office is gomg

‘through a very detailed and.: thor-

ough analysis of every possible op-
tion on both the revenue and spend-

ing side of the equiation,” she said..
“To prematurely announce ‘specif-
ics might make good headlines but

‘would be uresponsﬁ)le

“~There is certainty 10, dearth of
ideas “about’ what. Rhode: Island

B should do next, however.

~General Treasurer Frank T. Ca— ‘f
prio said #'s imperative for legisla- !

. tors to reconvene as quickly as oS-
. sible. 3

Whaiwe needazeﬂledecmonf
makers to have all hands on deck
and show that this is an issue that .

will be resolved,” Caprio said. “Ev- |

erydaythatgoesbywherewef
spend. [$1 :millicn] more than we
take in causes even deeper -cuts if




“'s'no d:fferent
_household in Rhode__

do: I a“household is expenenang
economic difficulties, you cannot ig-

nore them and hope that they are .
going to resolve themseives. You

have to make decisions about what
you are willing to cut and what
changes you are willing to make so
you cafi live vwihm your own bud
get.” ..

For starters, Capno says the-

state should assign each. state de-
partment a revised budget. If they
overspend, the administrators areto
be held responsible, as would hap-

pen in'the private sector. The state

also-should consider small changes,
such as doing away with some of

the state’s roughly 1,400 cars and

tnicks. Eliminating 1,000 could save
uch as $3.5. million, between

:;ﬁadamant about the need to recon~
3 epart “time legislature hefore

January. Asastart; he proposes al0.
cut in"

percent acro the-board

to action, .it's now,” echoed Rep.
John Loughlin, R-Tiverton, the new
House Republican swhip. ‘Raising

taxes would he exactly the wrong

thing to do at this time,” he said. In-

stead, the state could end the “re-
- 'dundancy” in course offerings and
deans and department heads at the
- pansion” of the port at Quonset

two state colleges and the universi-

ty. He also suggested allowing “cor-
_porate America” to run the motor-

vehicle registry system: without the

“remendously -high ‘overhead”: of

fue1 and mamtenance ;

“proved, but unissued, bonds; create

' pomt, but “at all of the possib;htlas :

And, “revisit having a casing;” he
said yesterday. “Let’s be real. Let’s
stop the pretense ’fhat We don’t have:

& Thomas- C. SIater amem-

ber of the House Finarice Commit-
tee, 'said he hopes an. Obama ad-
- pinistration mWashmgtonva sof-
 tenthe blow a bit, sending more fed-:
-eral money Rhode Island’s way to

help the state’s neediest residents..
Either way, he said, the state

- should look to cut costs by reining it

its independent state agencies such
as the Rhode Island Public Transit
Authority and the Rhode Island Air-.
port Corporation. '

- Slater, a Providence Democrat,
also joined the. growing chorus

“that's calling for consclidation of

school districts. “We are such a
smmall state, we have 16 learn to con-

- solidate,” he said, adding that he will

submit leglslanon to do so as soon ;

‘as thesession begins.

SAFLACIO.  secretary- ﬁeasurer

--George Nee, the face of orgamzed:}

labor at the State House, worties”
that lawmakers. Tushing back 0
special session - might feel eo
pelled fo do somethmg stupid,”:
such as scrappmg the state’s “de-

firied-benefit” pension plan for state.
- workers in favor.of-a 401(1() “4ype
: .. ;plan‘that could, at least n the shoxt-‘
"Ifeverﬂ'lerewas ahmeforacall'=

term, be more expensive.
Nee suggests that Iamnakers n-

stead take steps to create jobs: allow
 full-scale casino gambling; acceler-
~ate road and college construction.

projects: for which there are ap-

a “marine. trade development au-
thority” to “look not just at anex:
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